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Penn. Tea Co Sends First Five Kenyan
Kids to School
Tuesday, 02 March 2010

by Heidi Kyser

Ajiri means "to employ" in Swahili. Considering
its mission, Ajiri Tea in Upper Black Eddy,
Penn., could just as easily have chosen a name
that means "to educate." In February, profits
generated by Ajiri Tea were used to send five
Kenyan orphans to school.

Ajiri co-founder Sara Holby said she and her
co-founder (and mother) Ann Funkhouser
based the business model for Ajiri on that of
Newman's Own. Here's how it works: Women's
groups in Kisii, Kenya, make labels and twine
using dried banana leaves and bark from
banana trees, and beads from recycled magazines. The Pennsylvania team imports tea
from Nyasiongo Tea, a Rainforest Alliance-certified producer that is also in Kisii. Holby
and Funkhouser, along with Kate Holby (Sara's sister), assemble the products produced
in Kenya and sell them through the 70-plus distribution points they have secured
throughout the eastern U.S. They channel 100 percent of the profits of the sale of the
tea to the Ajiri Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose goal is to fund
school education for orphans in western Kenya. Nick Miyogo oversees the Kenyan
operations and acts as liaison to the U.S. business.

"Today, the first five orphans began school," Sara
Holby told WTN on Feb. 17. "That was our goal: to
put kids through school. The women (in Kisii) are
working to put kids from their district through
school. They choose the orphans. We put
everything together into a product here, but the
money from it goes back to the community where it
originated."

Ajiri Tea officially began in October 2009 following
approximately nine months of planning by Holby
and Funkhouser. Holby spent September 2008
through January 2009 in Kenya volunteering for a
non-governmental organization that handed out
food and drugs to HIV patients. In January, Holby

said, the program abruptly halted when the organization lost its funding.

"Within a two-week period, all these people who were relying on us for food and drugs
were suddenly cut off," she said. She felt there had to be a better way to make a
difference in the country she'd grown to love.

Holby stayed in Kenya another six months. During that time, conversations with her
former coworker Miyogo, as well as visits by her mother and sister, led to the
development of Ajiri Tea.

"We all talked about how we should do something more sustainable, something that
employed people instead of just giving handouts," she said. "When my sister was there
(in May and June), we really started laying the groundwork. We found the women's
groups to make the labels, and we found the factory we wanted to buy our tea from."

Holby said she and her mother – who left her job as an editor for a finance firm on Wall
Street in March 2009 – are working full-time, and Kate Holby, who is still in college,

RESOURCES

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

INDUSTRY EVENTS

WEBINARS

Sign up for e-News

Syndicate

User Login

Username 

Password 

 Remember me
Lost Password?
No account yet? Register

World Tea Expo

 

Register Today! 

Admission is Free for
retailers & distributors

Save 20% off educational
seminars until April 23, 2010

ATTEND

Google Ads

Herbal Teas Online
Herbal Loose Tea
From Top Gardens.
Free Shipping On
Orders Over $35!
www.tgtea.com/Herbal

Fresh Japanese
Green Tea
Den's Tea - Japanese
Tea Specialist Find
fresh & diverse green
tea
www.denstea.com

Mighty Leaf Tea
Rituals
Join Our Recurring
Order Program. Start
Your Tea Ritual
Today!
www.MightyLeaf.com

Buy Delicious

HOME NEWS FEATURES RESEARCH BLOG AUDIO / VIDEO

http://www.worldteanews.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=890&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=105
http://www.worldteanews.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=emailform&id=890&itemid=105
http://newmansown.com/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/BUSINESS-DIRECTORY/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_events/Itemid,114/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Webinars/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/NEWSLETTER.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/BUSINESS-DIRECTORY/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_events/Itemid,114/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Webinars/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_rss/feed,RSS0.91/no_html,1/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_rss/feed,RSS1.0/no_html,1/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_rss/feed,RSS2.0/no_html,1/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_rss/feed,ATOM0.3/no_html,1/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_rss/feed,OPML/no_html,1/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Lost-password.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_juser/task,UserRegistration/
http://www.worldteaexpo.com/
http://worldteaexpo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=58&Itemid=64
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BQ1adyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDYS4l6EBhs6b9gzAjbcB4NwqEAEYASDr2JYFKAU4AFCh8oWl______8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAHGxbv9A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxCyr-oqiI-RlkqWv5gnBMsYoNTYg&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.tgtea.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B0H_FyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDcDegZUBsKXLow7AjbcBkJo7EAIYAiDr2JYFKAU4AFC466um-v____8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAGU8o_-A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtw2qUnHRA3xQCQs1C7FYZBZCJmx9Q&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.denstea.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B0H_FyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDcDegZUBsKXLow7AjbcBkJo7EAIYAiDr2JYFKAU4AFC466um-v____8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAGU8o_-A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtw2qUnHRA3xQCQs1C7FYZBZCJmx9Q&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.denstea.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BmwdmyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDb76pu4B8uvglQ_AjbcB4NwqEAMYAyDr2JYFKAU4AFCbwK2b-v____8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAHgxcn-A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtxYEKH5FJAmzPvCMwyB34UDYTQzjA&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.mightyleaf.com/tea-pouches/_/showAll/1/%3Fcm_mmc%3DGoogleContent-_-Tea%2520Bag-_-Keyword-_-tea%2520bag
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BmwdmyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDb76pu4B8uvglQ_AjbcB4NwqEAMYAyDr2JYFKAU4AFCbwK2b-v____8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAHgxcn-A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtxYEKH5FJAmzPvCMwyB34UDYTQzjA&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.mightyleaf.com/tea-pouches/_/showAll/1/%3Fcm_mmc%3DGoogleContent-_-Tea%2520Bag-_-Keyword-_-tea%2520bag
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bz7tayXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDeWImZ8BtaLMqxLAjbcBgLUYEAQYBCDr2JYFKAU4AFC1wIedBGDJ5pmM0KTkD6AB3uTC_wOyARR3d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbboBCjE2MHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaAX5odHRwOi8vd3d3LndvcmxkdGVhbmV3cy5jb20vaW5kZXgucGhwLzIwMTAwMzAyODkwL0J1c2luZXNzLS8tRmluYW5jaWFsL1Blbm4tVGVhLUNvLVNlbmRzLUZpcnN0LUZpdmUtS2VueWFuLUtpZHMtdG8tU2Nob29sLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHIAwfoAy7oAz7oA0foAw7oA7AE9QMCAADE&num=4&sig=AGiWqtxHLETYc-UiGSkt192g8N6cAfb4GA&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.specialteas.com/%3F9gtype%3Dcontent%269gkw%3Dgreen%2520tea%2520bags%269gad%3D4827744463.1
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100302890/Business-/-Financial/Penn-Tea-Co-Sends-First-Five-Kenyan-Kids-to-School.html%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5547953993510880%26adU%3Dwww.tgtea.com/Herbal%26adT%3DHerbal%2BTeas%2BOnline%26adU%3Dwww.denstea.com%26adT%3DFresh%2BJapanese%2BGreen%2BTea%26adU%3Dwww.MightyLeaf.com%26adT%3DMighty%2BLeaf%2BTea%2BRituals%26adU%3Dwww.SpecialTeas.com%26adT%3DBuy%2BDelicious%2BGourmet%2BTea%26adU%3DPOMWonderful.com%26adT%3DReal%2BTea.%2BReal%2BHealthy.%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNEFX0f4lUjEias4t81ZwffumIscrA
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php
http://www.worldteanews.com/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/NEWS/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Features/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/RESEARCH/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/WTN-Blogs.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/AUDIO-/-VIDEO/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/component/option,com_bannersmanager/bid,6/task,click/


World Tea News - Penn. Tea Co Sends First Five Kenyan Kids to School

http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100302890/Business-/-Financial/Penn-Tea-Co-Sends-First-Five-Kenyan-Kids-to-School.html[3/4/2010 10:30:21 PM]

helps out when she can.

Sara Holby and Funkhouser both went to St. Lawrence Universityin Canton, N.Y., and
went to Kenya for study-abroad programs. While Holby was in Kenya, she lived with a
family that owned a tea farm, and she spent a couple days picking tea there. Before
founding Ajiri, her experience with tea was limited to that and drinking "about five cups
a tea per day," she said.

"We didn't know a thing about business or tea," she said. "We just launched into it
blindly... but with a vision."

Holby described the tea as "strong black tea, but
without a bitter aftertaste. In Kenya, they make it
with a lot of milk and sugar." She said she consulted
with independent outside tasters, who assured her
the quality of the tea was good.

"We haven't really tried to sell to any tea
connoisseurs yet, but once people try the tea,
they're impressed by the taste of it, as well as the
packaging," she added.

The company is doing wholesale to specialty grocers
and retail on its Web site. Holby said she doesn't
plan to launch any branded Ajiri retail locations.

» No Comments
There are no comments up to now.

» Post Comment
Only registered users can write a comment.
Please login or register.

 

[ Back ]

News From Around the
Web

Research and Markets: China Tea

and Other Soft Drink Manufacturing

Industry Report 2010

Kris Boyd's welcome return can

help unite Scots, says Craig Gordon

Tea exports drop in volume

Golden Dragon Holdings, Inc. Signs

Exclusive Distribution Agreement

with Shangri-La Tea

Four more bodies found from W

Java`s landslide location

Most Popular on WTN
Closed Tea Room Owner 'Not

Giving Up'

Zhena's Inks Deal With Tully's

Tetley Pursues Rainforest, Sara Lee

Gets Utz

Want Antioxidants? Hold the Milk

Penn. Tea Co Sends First Five

Kenyan Kids to School

Gourmet Tea
Enjoy the Finest
Organic Teas. Rare
Hand-Made Blends.
Free Shipping!
www.SpecialTeas.com

Real Tea. Real
Healthy.
Just Like Your Tea.
Only Better. POMx -
The Antioxidant
Superpower!
POMWonderful.com

Copyright © World Tea News | Web Page Design by 5 Shades Media

HOME NEWSLETTER ABOUT CONTACT US ADVERTISE PERMISSION TO REPRINT PRIVACY POLICY

http://www.stlawu.edu/
http://www.ajiritea.com/index.html
javascript:history.go(-1)
http://feeds.businesswire.com/click.phdo?i=807bdea31032e987a78a7c2cf132ac3d
http://feeds.businesswire.com/click.phdo?i=807bdea31032e987a78a7c2cf132ac3d
http://feeds.businesswire.com/click.phdo?i=807bdea31032e987a78a7c2cf132ac3d
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/football/Kris-Boyd39s-welcome-return-can.6126436.jp
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/football/Kris-Boyd39s-welcome-return-can.6126436.jp
http://www.thehindu.com/2010/03/04/stories/2010030456251800.htm
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/golden-dragon-holdings-inc-signs-exclusive-distribution-agreement-with-shangri-la-tea-86220297.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/golden-dragon-holdings-inc-signs-exclusive-distribution-agreement-with-shangri-la-tea-86220297.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/golden-dragon-holdings-inc-signs-exclusive-distribution-agreement-with-shangri-la-tea-86220297.html
http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/1267374078/four-more-bodies-found-from-w-javas-landslide-location
http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/1267374078/four-more-bodies-found-from-w-javas-landslide-location
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100223883/Tea-Rooms/Closed-Tea-Room-Owner-Not-Giving-Up.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100223883/Tea-Rooms/Closed-Tea-Room-Owner-Not-Giving-Up.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100218878/Business-/-Financial/Zhena-s-Inks-Deal-With-Tully-s.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100223881/International/Tetley-Pursues-Rainforest-Alliance.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100223881/International/Tetley-Pursues-Rainforest-Alliance.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/20100302889/Health-/-Wellness/Want-Antioxidants-Hold-the-Milk.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bz7tayXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDeWImZ8BtaLMqxLAjbcBgLUYEAQYBCDr2JYFKAU4AFC1wIedBGDJ5pmM0KTkD6AB3uTC_wOyARR3d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbboBCjE2MHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaAX5odHRwOi8vd3d3LndvcmxkdGVhbmV3cy5jb20vaW5kZXgucGhwLzIwMTAwMzAyODkwL0J1c2luZXNzLS8tRmluYW5jaWFsL1Blbm4tVGVhLUNvLVNlbmRzLUZpcnN0LUZpdmUtS2VueWFuLUtpZHMtdG8tU2Nob29sLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHIAwfoAy7oAz7oA0foAw7oA7AE9QMCAADE&num=4&sig=AGiWqtxHLETYc-UiGSkt192g8N6cAfb4GA&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://www.specialteas.com/%3F9gtype%3Dcontent%269gkw%3Dgreen%2520tea%2520bags%269gad%3D4827744463.1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B0lcwyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDfOCoZwB-ere0A_AjbcBsOMtEAUYBSDr2JYFKAU4AFCiz4iX-f____8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAHH7IP_A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAcgC68rpDagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=5&sig=AGiWqtyAXODQutCGGPWMHcJg_9kXrG9V-A&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://pomwonderful.com/products/tea/%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_campaign%3DTeaCompetitorsContent%26cmpid%3D45001827
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B0lcwyXqQS87_GcT8lQfm37DfDfOCoZwB-ere0A_AjbcBsOMtEAUYBSDr2JYFKAU4AFCiz4iX-f____8BYMnmmYzQpOQPoAHH7IP_A7IBFHd3dy53b3JsZHRlYW5ld3MuY29tugEKMTYweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBfmh0dHA6Ly93d3cud29ybGR0ZWFuZXdzLmNvbS9pbmRleC5waHAvMjAxMDAzMDI4OTAvQnVzaW5lc3MtLy1GaW5hbmNpYWwvUGVubi1UZWEtQ28tU2VuZHMtRmlyc3QtRml2ZS1LZW55YW4tS2lkcy10by1TY2hvb2wuaHRtbIACAcgC68rpDagDAcgDB-gDLugDPugDR-gDDugDsAT1AwIAAMQ&num=5&sig=AGiWqtyAXODQutCGGPWMHcJg_9kXrG9V-A&client=ca-pub-5547953993510880&adurl=http://pomwonderful.com/products/tea/%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_campaign%3DTeaCompetitorsContent%26cmpid%3D45001827
http://www.5shadeswebdesign.com/
http://www.worldteanews.com/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/NEWSLETTER.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/About-World-Tea-News.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/CONTACT-US/
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Advertise.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Permission-to-Reprint.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php/Privacy-Policy.html
http://www.worldteanews.com/index.php

	worldteanews.com
	World Tea News - Penn. Tea Co Sends First Five Kenyan Kids to School


	1LaWRzLXRvLVNjaG9vbC5odG1sAA==: 
	login: 
	username: 
	passwd: 
	Submit: 
	remember: yes


	1LaWRzLXRvLVNjaG9vbC5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	searchword: search...




